Medical computers from the manufacturer's viewpoint.
The recent surge in the scope of computer applications in medical care has brought with it great strides in patient care, but it has also created a variety of concerns to manufacturers of medical software. The spate of product liability suits, with its potentially crippling effects in terms of product development, makes it increasingly vital that manufacturers engage in prospective planning, to anticipate problems and take steps before legal action ensues, so that all parties--the manufacturer, the hospital, and ultimately, the patient--benefit from the availability of new technology. The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) and Congress are similarly grappling with the implications of this new technology, to assure that patient care is not compromised by products that have not yet been fully tested. The tension between the desire to make technology available to the public and the realities of the present regulatory and litigious climate is the key dilemma facing manufacturers of medical software.